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First-Year Primer 
So, you want to be a lawyer? 
You've made it this far, and now 
the fun begins. Before you go 
diving into the law, you've got to 
learn to swim. Unless you've had 
some previous exposure to law, 
you might find that it's best to 
begin with the doggy paddle. 
You'll probably discover that 
studying law is unlike any other 
work or study experience you may 
have had. Lest you become intim­
idated, remember that the study 
of law is only different than other 
studies. It's not necessarily more 
difficult, and it's certainly not 
impossible. It's just an adjust­
ment. And, to hopefully facilitate 
that adjustment, here are a few 
tips that some of your upper class 
colleagues found helpful. Once 
you have the basics down, the rest 
comes easy. 
The Classes 
In a word, the classes here at 
law school are different. In college, 
we could sit back and absorb (or 
not absorb, as we saw fit) the 
information that was flung at us. 
It was a pretty one-sided discus­
sion. Here, the professors use 
what's called the Socratic Method. 
Technically, it's an interaction 
between professor and student. 
Realistically, for some the Socratic 
Method is the crudest invention 
since the downfall of the guillo­
tine. Being singled out of a crowd 
is bad enough, but the typical first 
year fear is that you're going to 
say something wrong or stupid. 
Don't worry. Your classmates 
know (or will soon know) what it's 
like to be put on the spot — 
remember that you're all in the 
same boat. 
While many professors choose 
their "victims" at randomly from 
seating chart or roster lists, some 
have patterns. You may have a 
professor that assigns an "expert" 
for the next class. Some professors 
follow alphabetical- order. Still 
others have an unannounced but 
perceptible pattern that you may 
be able to figure out within a few 
weeks. Whatever the method the 
professor uses, be prepared for 
class (more on how to do this 
later). If you're not prepared, don't 
try to explain why. Just say that 
you're not prepared. But — don't 
be unprepared. Not only can it 
cause a lot of embarrassment in 
class, but if you get behind in your 
assignments, it's extremely diffi­
cult to catch up. This is in part 
due to the amount of material you 
are learning. It's also because each 
new topic is built upon the topics 
you've previously learned. There's 
no such thing as cramming for an 
exam and ace-ing it anyway. 
Again, it's not like college. We're 
not learning facts. We're learning 
to dissect, analyze, and conclude. 
You shouldn't have a problem 
with the Socratic Method if you 
keep in mind that our professors 
(with very few exceptions) are 
also human beings. While each 
has his or her own style, a well-
prepared and willing student 
generally cannot be embarrassed 
or harassed. 
A word of warning. Often you'll 
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prepare for class and feel altogeth­
er comfortable with the material. 
But then, in class, you suddenly 
have the oddest sensation that the 
professor is talking about a case 
that you've never heard of. Again, 
relax. This is perfectly normal. 
It's even to be expected. If you feel 
lost, one suggestion is to stop 
trying so hard. Put down your pen 
and listen — if you miss some­
thing you can always get the notes 
from a friend. Very often you'll 
walk into class believing that you 
understand a particular concept, 
walk out thinking that you've lost 
your marbles, only to discover 
during the next class that the 
professor has tied it all up into 
a neat little bundle of 
understanding. 
There are several theories on 
why this occurs: the newness of 
the material, nerves, inadequate 
or inappropriate studying. Wha­
tever the reason, remember that 
in law school we begin to think 
differently. Unlearning our prior 
thought processes and learning 
new ones is something that we 
haven't done since we learned to 
speak. With little work and some 
faith in yourself, you will 
understand. 
The Books 
By now you probably know at 
least two things about your books: 
they're extraordinarily expensive 
and they weigh more than a 
Volkswagen. Since you had home­
work assignments for your first 
day of classes, you've found 
(assuming that you did your 
assignment) that the books aren't 
standard texts. They are, rather, 
compilations of edited appellate 
court case opinions (hence the 
term "casebook"). We study appel­
late opinions for several reasons, 
including the fact that most trial 
court opinions aren't published. 
The opinions are edited to include 
only that part of the opinion that 
deals specifically with the topic 
that your are studying. Unrelated 
discussion on other issues thkt 
may have also been before the 
court have been edited out to avoid 
confusion. 
The casebooks may contain 
some text, which is especially 
helpful as an introduction to new 
topics. There are also notes fol­
lowing the main cases. Read them. 
They expand on the issues treated 
in the main cases, and it's not 
unusual for some professors to 
call on students to discuss note 
cases, or even to put a hypothetical 
situation that appeared in the 
notes on an exam. 
The Courts 
Sometimes it can be confusing 
when you try to figure out the 
judicial system after not ever 
having to deal with it before. 
There are two judicial systems in 
our country. They are parallel 
systems — that means that 
neither system is superior to the 
other. The state system is first 
comprised of trial-level courts. 
The state appellate courts review 
the trial courts' decisions and may 
affirm, reverse, or modify the 
lower courts' decision. The state 
supreme courts review the appel­
late courts' review of the trial 
courts' decision. Simple, right? 
The federal system is similar: 
trial courts (called District 
Courts), appellate courts (called 
Circuit Courts), and the Supreme 
Court. While anyone can bring 
suit in the proper state court, 
there are limitations on the type 
of case that may be brought in 
federal court. You'll learn about 
these limitations in Civil 
Procedure. 
Studying THE LAW 
You'll probably hear your pro­
fessors' frustrated pleas to your 
class to stop trying to learn THE 
LAW. THE LAW is a lay person's 
concept of the absolute, right-or-
wrong, yes-or-no, black-and-white 
solution to a problem. THE LAW 
may not exist. The real legal 
solution to any problem depends 
on many factors. The solution 
may change when a problem 
varies even so slightly. Lawyers 
don't learn THE LAW. Lawyers 
learn to analyze fact situations 
and apply the existing, if some­
what conflicting, case law to come 
to a conclusion that benefits the 
client. That's it. There are very 
few "bright line rules" or "black 
letter law" as THE LAW is often 
called. 
Welcome 1-L's on Page 2 
Baker 
Visits 
Villanova University School of 
Law is pleased to welcome Profes­
sor John H. Baker, LLD, FBA, 
Ph.D. of the University of Cam­
bridge as their distinguished 
visitor for the fall semester. Baker 
will address the topic "The Mak­
ing of the Criminal Law" on Sept. 
26 at 8 p.m. in Room 29 at Garey 
Hall. The public is invited and a 
wine and cheese reception will 
follow. 
Baker teaches English legal 
history and is the foremost scholar 
currently active in the field. His 
book, An Introduction to English 
Legal History) (3d ed. 1990), is the 
leading text used by universities 
throughout the common law 
world. 
Baker is chairman of the faculty 
of law at the University of Cam­
bridge and his visit is sponsored 
by the School of Law's Distin­
guished Visitors Program. He is 
also a professor at New York 
University's Law School, a fellow 
of St. Catherine's College in 
Cambridge, the literary director 
for Seldon Society, a fellow of 
University College in London, a 
fellow of the Royal Historical 
Society and an honorary bencher 
of the Inner Royal Temple. For 
more information call 645-6470 or 
645-7000. 
After The Fall: 
ILS Symposium 
On Tuesday, October 1, at 8 
p.m., in the Cafeteria Commons, 
of the Villanova Law School, the 
International Law Society of 
Villanova Univeristy will host a 
symposium on "After the Fall; 
Prospects for the Soviet Union 
and Eastern Europe." The sym­
posium will be moderated by John 
F. Murphy, Professor of Law, 
Villanova University. Panelists 
will include: George Ginsburgs, 
Distinguished Professor of Law, 
Rutgers University, Camden; 
Stanislaw Soltysinski, Professor 
of Law, Adam Michiewicz Univer­
sity, Poland and the University of 
Pennsylvania; and Danijela Boker 
of Zagreb, Yugoslavia, John Mar­
shall Fellow, Villanova Law 
School. 
Professor Murphy directs the 
international legal studies pro­
gram at Villanova. In addition to 
teaching at Villanova, Professor 
Murphy has taught at the Cornell, 
Georgetown and University of 
Kansas Law Schools and held the 
Charles H. Stockton Chiar of 
International Law at the Naval 
War College. He has served as a 
consultant to the U.S. Depart­
ments of State and Justice, Con­
gress, the United Nations, the 
International Task Force on Prev-
(Continued on page 6) 
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Wetoome 
EDITORIALi 
—The Right Side 
We at the Docket would like to 
welcome all the first year students 
to what will probably be the most 
challenging three-year period of 
your life intellectually, emotional­
ly, physically and mentally. Eve­
ryone (well, mostly everyone) who 
has entered these doors before you 
has made it through. We know 
how much of a grind first year can 
be, but we encourage you to take 
a break once in a while. 
The most successful people in 
law school are generally those 
people who can achieve a balance 
between school and extracurricu­
lar activities. Those activities 
don't necessarily have to be in the 
school, but the school activities 
are a great way to meet your 
classmates. By the way, your 
classmates will be your most 
effective resource during your 
first year. If you're lucky, you will 
develop friendships that will last 
throughout law school and into 
your professional and personal 
lives. If you're stupid, you will 
alienate your classmates by being 
arrogant, pompous, obnoxious or 
all of the above. 
Just hang in there and pretty 
soon you will be able to reap what 
you sow. We know the job market 
is tight and law school loans are 
at record numbers, but the strug­
gle will be worth it. Good luck. 
by David Krell 
I suppose everyone has his or 
her reasons for wanting the 
Senate to confirm or deny Judge 
Clarence Thomas as the next 
United States Supreme Court 
Justice. The hearings have been 
going on for a little less than a 
week as I'm writing this. From 
what I can see of the hearings and 
read in the newspapers so far, I 
don't see any reason why Judge 
Thomas should not be confirmed 
to fill Justice Thurgood Marshall's 
vacated seat. Of course, the hear­
ings are not over, but I think he 
will be confirmed. Judge Thomas 
has handled himself in a profes­
sional manner throughout his 
nomination and the hearings. He 
has answered the Senators' ques­
tions knowledgeably and elo­
quently. But this column is really 
more an indictment of the process 
than an endorsement of Judge 
Thomas. To be more precise, this 
column is an indictment of the 
politicization of the process. 
The political hardball started a 
few weeks ago when a conserva­
tive group produced television 
commercials that denounced three 
senators on the Judiciary Commit­
tee. The commercials singled out 
Senators Alan Cranston, Edward 
Kennedy and Joseph Biden, declar­
ing them unfit to judge Clarence 
Thomas' moral, ethical and judi­
cial fitness and character because 
of their involvements in the Keat­
ing S & L scandal, Chappaquid-
dick and recent, alleged Palm 
Beach rape, and plagiarism respec­
tively. Personally, I agree. Some­
one watching the hearings in the 
lounge said that Judge Thomas is 
experiencing the "ultimate irony" 
in being judged by Ted Kennedy 
and Joe Biden. The White House 
thought the commercials a bit too 
harsh and produced a commercial 
that endorsed Thomas without 
singling out any democratic 
senator. 
Now, what concerns me is why 
we need commercials in the first 
place. Some Democrats claim the 
commercials are out of line. In 
reality, the conservatives put the 
commercials out as a warning. 
They remember what happened to 
Judge Bork in 1987 when liberal 
groups voiced their opinion. It's 
what Sergeant Stanley Jablonski 
used to tell the cops on "Hill Street 
Blues" at roll call: "Let's do it to 
them before they do it to us." You 
didn't see these types of commer­
cials before 1987. It's really a 
prime example of how pervasive 
television has become. If you're 
wondering what my point is, it's 
simply this. Let's call it even and 
let the Senators do their job and 
find out what kind of justice the 
nominee will be. And let them do 
From The Dean's Desk 
This past year's admissions 
cycle was very successful from 
many perspectives. The School of 
Law matriculated 234 excellent 
candidates. The median LSAT of 
the class is 40 and the median 
undergraduate grade point aver­
age is 3.43. The total student body 
continues to have a majority of 
womern although in the entering 
class there is a slight decrease to 
48%. Students who identify them­
selves as members of minority 
groups are 13% of the first year 
class, an increase over the past 
two years. Minority group stu­
dents are 9.3% of the total School 
enrollment. Pluralism is further 
enhanced by 19% of the class being 
over 25 years of age, from 20 
different states or nations, from 
104 colleges and universities. The 
class members earned undergrad­
uate degrees in 47 different 
majors. 
Graduates of Villanova continue 
to be the largest group in the 
entering class with 17 matricu­
lants. There are 13 graduates of 
Rutgers, Penn State, and Temple; 
10 from St. Joseph's University 
and the University of Delaware; 
9 from Penn; and 5 from Boston 
College, Drexel and Georgetown. 
50 first year students graduated 
from undergraduate school with 
Political Science majors; 27 Eng­
lish; 16 Business Administration; 
16 Economics; and 16 Finance. 
There are 14 History majors in the 
class. 
The admissions cycle included 
2,065 completed applications. 
Admission was offered to 597 
persons. At the completion of the 
cycle there were 439 qualified 
applicants who were on the wait 
list. This was the second year we 
did not admit any candidates from 
the wait list. 
The above summary of facts 
discloses the very healthy position 
which the School enjoys in the 
legal education marketplace. It 
also describes the personal resour­
ces which the program forms into 
lawyers who are sought by 
employers even in a recessionary 
market. The important trend 
which the statistics and facts 
reveal is that in every area in 
which we have set institutional 
goals our success has increased in 
each year for the past five years. 
The only negative in the picture 
is that we have not been success­
ful in achieving our goals in terms 
of the total size of the student 
body. As a result our student body 
is 704, which is 54 over our goal. 
A very full parking lot, congested 
halls and cramped facilities are 
the result. The challenge of the 
next admissions cycle will be to 
matriculate a smaller entering 
class. 
IhtBxidui 
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Prof. John Cannon 
it without the politicking and the 
grandstanding. Which brings me 
to my next point. 
Why can't the Senators ask 
questions once and not six or 
seven times? From seeing some 
Senators, you'd think the only 
issue to come before the Supreme 
Court is abortion. One episode in 
particular bothers me. I watched 
Senator Orrin Hatch speak for 
over twenty minutes without 
asking a single question. Now, the 
First Amendment hasn't been 
suspended, but it seemed to me 
that Senator Hatch felt he had to 
endorse Thomas because of the 
relentless questioning and opin-
ionating by Senator Metzenbaum 
et al. Does this have any place in 
a Judiciary Committee hearing? 
Folks, it's not a debate. If the 
Senators want to battle it out, let 
them do it on the six o'clock news 
or in newspaper editorials. I 
personally would rather hear 
Judge Thomas answer questions 
on constitutional issues like free­
dom of speech, freedom of religion, 
commerce clause, right to bear 
arms, right to privacy and due 
process, to name a few, than listen 
to a Senator denounce or praise 
Judge Thomas. Don't get my 
wrong. I don't mind a Senator 
expressing his or her feelings in 
a form other than questioning, but 
from the little I saw, it was a little 
too much. 
The hearings will likely drag on 
for at least another week. I believe 
that what I read this week sums 
the situation up perfectly. The 
nomination is Judge Thomas's to 
lose. All indications are that he 
will get confirmed. Judge Clarence 
Thomas is a stellar individual 
with impeccable credentials. You 
probably know his stats by now 
(Chairman of EEOC, Yale Law 
School, federal judge). His person­
al accomplishments as an individ­
ual are a model for any American 
man; woman or child. His rise 
from poverty to a potential seat 
on the land's highest judiciary 
prove that America is the greatest 
country on Earth. I know we're 
not perfect. In fact, we're far from 
it. But, as Winston Churchill said, 
democracy is the best of all pos­
sible worlds. But back to Judge 
Thomas. 
Even the seemingly endless 
questioning by the Senators will 
give only an indication of Judge 
Thomas's performance as a 
Supreme Court Justice. If anyone 
thinks that his past and present 
performance will be a 99 44/100% 
predictor, I cite two examples. 
Justice Hugo Black was a Ku Klux 
Klan member and became one of 
the most liberal Supreme Court 
Justices in the history of the 
bench. Conversely, President 
Eisenhower's appointment of Earl 
Warren substantially changed the 
law as the conservative Warren 
became one of the most liberal 
members of the judiciary. 
I think that Judge Clarence 
Thomas is qualified to be a 
Supreme Court Justice and is 
deserving of that honor and priv­
ilege. What's your opinion? We'd 
like to know. 
Remembrance 
The editors of The Docket 
have asked me to write in memory 
of Carol Garnett Abraham, the 
wife of Associate Dean Gerald 
Abraham. Carol died on August 
27th, after a long illness. 
On September 3rd, friends and 
colleagues filled Room 29 at the 
Law School to attend a memorial 
service for Carol. Rabbi Max 
Hausen of the Main Line Reform 
Temple presided over the service. 
In accordance with Gerry's 
wishes, relatives and friends were 
invited to share their memories of 
Carol. 
The comments at the memorial 
service described a talented and 
caring personm who lived life to 
the fulliest. Carol was a child 
psychologist who received her 
doctorate in psychology from New 
York University. For nearly ten 
years, Carol served as the chief 
of psychological services at Com­
munity Services for Human 
Growth, in Paoli. She was also a 
psycholigical consultant to the 
Charlestown Play House in Cha-
rlestown and the Prebysterian 
Children's Village in Rosemont. 
During the 1970's Carol served as 
an instructor in psychology at 
Villanova and as a therapist at the 
Chester County Mental Health 
Center. 
In 1977, Carol learned that she 
had a malignant brain tumor. 
Over the years, she underwent 
surgery and aggressive medical 
treatment. Through it all, she and 
Gerry maintained their enthusi­
asm for life. One of her many 
friends remembered that, even 
when Carol was ill, she toasted 
to "good food and good friends." 
All of us who knew Carol received 
from her the gifts of good food and 
good friendship. 
Over the years, Carol and Gerry 
taught their friends a lot about the 
strength of the human spirit and 
the power of relationships. At 
times when many would have 
succumbed to self-pity, or at least 
a little irascibility, Carol and 
Gerry continued to direct their 
considerable energies to each 
other, to their two sons, Richard 
and Doughlas, and to their friends. 
It's no wonder that, at the memor­
ial service, friends and colleagues, 
gathered in grief, spoke about 
Carol and Gerry with smiles and 
laughter. Though we share with 
Gerry a great sense of loss, we 
treasure the memory of Carol's 
warmth and friendship 
John M. Hyson 
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COUNSELOR 
AT LARGE 
Dear Counselor-At-Large, 
Why do the Men's and Ladies' 
Rooms have numbers on the door? 
Confused 
Dear Confused, 
It is • because they were once 
used as classrooms. A couple of 
years ago, VLS had a course 
entitled "How To Go To The 
Bathroom." The course was dis­
continued when the faculty and 
administration realized that this 
was something students could 
learn on their own. However, 
there is a certain Contracts pro­
fessor and a certain Property 
professor who incorporate the 
"Bathroom" teaching techniques 
into their class. 
Dear Counselor-At-Large, 
I am a first year student and 
there is a cute girl in my section 
but I don't know how to ask her 
out. I also don't want to get a 
reputation as a "stalker." Any 
advice? 
Bewildered by Beauty 
Dear Bewildered, 
Everyone gets those feelings at 
one time. Take a cold shower and 
you'll be fine. Seriously, we know 
how tough it is to develop rela­
tionships at "Garey High" with­
out everyone from Dean Fran-
kino to C.J. knowing about it. Ask 
her out and don't listen to the 
gossip, e.g. "She's cute but a 
section B guy was talking to her 
at Marita's and the next day she 
didn't have lunch with him in the 
cafeteria and I heard that she had 
a 3.9 at Harvard and doesn't date 
at all except for the guy who 
picked up her Torts book when 
she intentionally dropped it." Go 
for it!! 
Dear Counselor-At-Large, 
There is a student in my first-
year contracts class who insists 
on opening his mouth in every 
class. I'm getting sick of hearing 
his voice because he just repeats 
what the professor says. What can 
I do? 
Going Crazy 
Dear Going Crazy, 
There will be some students 
who you will want to label "Mr. 
Microphone." Although it is 
unavoidable, these students are 
annoying. You might want to try 
disconnecting his microphone 
from the speaker or taking away 
his Emanuel's for the class period. 
Bar Review 
Dear Counselor-At-Large, 
I just don't understand what all 
the fuss is about first-year. My 
classmates are complaining about 
how much work it is, but to be 
honest, I really don't feel that 
way. My homework takes me less 
than two hours and sometimes I 
do it while watching television. 
I'm on the phone at least three 
hours a day and usually, I find 
that is the easiest time to outline. 
Speaking of outlining, I've gone 
ahead in my casebooks and read, 
briefed and outlined every case in 
every class assigned from now 
until Thanksgiving. This leaves 
me plenty of time to cruise around 
in my Gremlin. Is this all there 
is to law school? 
Should Have Gone 
To Medical School 
Dear Medical School, 
Very funny. Professor Palm. 
Submission 
Deadline.. 
Oct. 17 
by Drs. Jellyfinger, 
Rosenfetus & Rosenrosen 
Greetings fellow anal 
compulsives!!! 
Purpose: To boldly go where no 
docketeer has gone before. Law 
Review? Of course not!! To differ­
ent bars, to T.G.'s and social 
events throughout the Villanova 
area to review them and bring 
interesting and useless informa­
tion to you, our readers. For 
example, in Kelly's, one of Dr. 
Rosenfetus' favorite watering 
holes and the subject of much 
inane trivia, the back pool table 
slopes downward toward the front 
left of this fine establishment and 
the bartender does not know how 
to draw a little shamrock in the 
foam of a pint of Guinness and 
on the wall in the basketball 
shooting room there is a rugby 
picture donated by none other 
than all-around nice guy and SBA 
rep. Matt Lyons and in the picture 
of the 1985 NCAA Championship 
team there is a post-it note over 
the picture of that Villanova-bad 
mouthin'-sell out, of a former 
child inspiration now deposed, 
Gary McClain. How's that for 
stupid, useless trivia all neatly 
packaged in one long run on 
sentence. And so we were at 
Grac's surprise birthday party/ 
after party, (Since we are envir­
onmentally conscious, there will 
be no paragraph breaks/waste of 
paper for those hippocrates), 
when all of a sudden this drunk, 
burly, surly, curly-haired student 
("Hey, I ain't no door-knob eith­
er!") look alike, successfully com­
pleted a "triple-lindy" onto the 
roof opposite the balcony of Dr. 
Rosenrosen' favorite patients. 
Kim and Karen. To celebrate this 
performance, he shouted "Sha­
kespeare for everyone!!" and did 
his best Chevy Chase imperson­
ating Gerry Ford impersonation, 
doing a reverse half-gainer into 
the bushes. Noticing this, Robert 
"Schultz (I see NNNNothing. I 
know NNNNothing)" Gates was 
overheard saying, "Bogus, Dude. 
No Cable in the Lounge?" So we 
went to Maritas, O.K. it was a 
couple days later but who is really 
counting? Besides, law students 
don't have time to go to bars. 
Nobody else was out drinking last 
night. Cheap beer for law students 
on Wednesday nights. Mexican 
food for your toilet on Thursday 
morning. By the way, it appears 
that Villanova has actually admit­
ted some wanna-be legal scholars 
who know how to find a bar 
without the aid of the Martindale-
Hubbel directory. Remarked a 
certain white-haired procedurally 
minded environmentally con­
scious professor: A tasty Bud 
beats a Rule 12(b) (6) motion 
anyday. Did you ever notice ... 
That you never see a certain ex-
dean and his portrait together at 
the same time and in the same 
place ... that the "jungle gym" 
(the Quad) (Chinese Garden) (Use­
less area in the middle of the law 
school) has actually served a 
purpose, as host of the dreaded 
T.G.'s. The Dean quickly 
squelched rumors that an upcom­
ing T.G. is planned for the library 
... Thus Clarence Thomas, 
refused to comment on the "33" 
controversy on the basis that he 
may have to rule on it sometime 
in the future ... "33." 
Farm Law Student? 
Mr. Subliminal 
Greetings (condolences) all you 
first year Villanova law students 
(naive suckers). I know some of 
you (all of you) are somewhat 
concerned (freashing out) about 
the first year of law school (fate 
worse than death). You probably 
read "One L" (trash) by Scott 
Turow (couldn't cut it as a real 
lawyer) and "The Paper Chase" 
(super-trash) by John Jay Osborne 
(wimp). Are the horror stories 
(fairy tales) true? To an extent 
(not even close). 
In your classes (torture 
chambers), you will be engaged in 
(forced) what is known among the 
law school community (secret 
society), as the Socratic method 
(legalized hazing). This is when 
a professor (devil) asks you a 
question (loaded questionn) and 
expects (demands) a response 
(feeble attempt to answer). If you 
get called on (singled out), and you 
don't know the answer (went to 
Marita's instead of reading Con­
tracts), don't panic (primal 
scream). Nothing will happen to 
you (turn into dust). Just say you 
don't know the answer (you're an 
idiot) or say that you're unpre­
pared (blew off homework). The 
professor (egocentric) will under­
stand (press secret button to 
reveal trap door under your seat). 
Again, nothing will happen to you 
(explusion). Since practically 
none (half) of your grade (arbitran? 
measure) depends on class partic­
ipation (making a fool out of 
yourself in front of your peers), 
you shouldn't worry (be extremely 
concerned) on how your answer 
(b.s.). 
For each class (wasted time), 
you should be prepared (anal-
retentive) for that day's assign­
ments (impossible workload). If 
you are confident (cocky), you may 
want to volunteer (idiotic brown-
nosing maneuver) and raise your 
hand (be singled out and made fun 
of). When you brief a case (write 
down the case word for word) for 
the following day's class (fifty 
minutes of terror), try to figure 
out (impossible brain teaser) how 
each case (judge's ramblings) fits 
into the next case (another judge's 
ramblings). When you start out­
lining (sponging outlines from law 
review members), you'll probably 
only need your case book (over­
priced waste of paper) and your 
class notes (blank pages). You 
won't need (will need) outside aids 
(get Emanuel's). 
prison). If you can't rely on your 
group (worthless individuals), 
find another study group (people 
more desperate than you). 
Be aware (semi-conscious) that 
not everything at Villanova Uni­
versity School of Law (overpriced) 
involves studying (falling asleep). 
We have a T.G. (excuse to get 
drunk) occassionally (every Fri­
day) in the cafeteria (social host 
liability). Our parties are called 
T.G.'s because T.G. is short for 
T.G.I.F. which is short for Thank 
God It's Friday (useless piece of 
information). At the T.G. (lawsuit 
society (arrogant person on power 
trip) about the activities (no one 
goes) and the symposiums (boring 
speakers) that are planned (will 
never happen) for the upcoming 
school year (nine months of hell). 
For example, you could join 
(never go to meetings) the Public 
Interest Law Society (do-gooders) 
which educates (makes you feel 
quilty) the law school community 
(backstabbers) about working 
(low paying civil service job) for 
the indigent (dregs of humanity) 
which encourages (bores with 
For each class (wasted time), you should be prepared (anal-
retentive) for that day's assignments (impossible workload). 
As a first year (clueless), you 
will probably form (try to weasel 
into) a study group (the blind 
leading the blind). You should try 
to find (coerce) other first-years 
(uptight students) who have the 
same, solid study habits (cram the 
night before the exam) as yourself 
(parasite). Typically (never), a 
study group (five people who don't 
know what they're doing) will 
meet periodically (once before 
exams). Everyone in the group 
should do their own outlines 
(sponge their own outlines) and 
not rely (put your life in another's 
hands) on other members (weir­
dos) of the group (weirdos times 
five). Make sure you can rely on 
(boss around) the members (per­
verts) of your group (should be in 
waiting to happen), you can share 
a beer (get obliterated) with you 
fellow students (idiots). You may 
also see professors (don't have a 
life) at the T.G. (Circus Maximus). 
You can ask them important 
questions (do you want to play 
'Quarters^'?) in a relaxed (drunk) 
atmosphere. You can always con­
tinue the T.G. (no more beer) at 
a local tavern (place of devil 
worship). 
Extracurricular activities (line 
on resume) are also abundant (too 
many) her at Villanova (bunch of 
stuffed shirts). Find a extracur­
ricular society (people who don't 
have anything better to do) that 
you want (could care less) to get 
iiivolved in (do minimum work). 
Talk to the President of the 
information) careers in environ­
mental law (Go Exxon! Spill oil!). 
-If you're theatrical (show-off), you 
could join (audition for) the Court 
Jesters (Court Dorks), the law 
school theatre group (not real 
students). If you're athletic (super­
ficial), you could join (try out for) 
the Rugby Club (Drinking Club). 
If you like to write (can't spell you 
own name), you can write for the 
Docket (the Schlocket), Villano-
va's law school newspaper (rag). 
The Docket (use to wrap fish) 
informs (nobody reads) the law 
school student body (whining 
babies) and faculty (overpaid and 
underworked) about events 
(nobody cares) occuring (never 
happened) that are relevant (have 
no meaning) to the law school 
community (sharks). There are 
many other extracurricular organ­
izations (waste of student fee) that 
you may be interested in (could 
care less). 
If you're a serious first-year law 
student (geek), you will be spend­
ing (wasting) a lot of time (an hour 
per month) in the library (confus­
ing maze of books). The librarians 
can help you (ignore you) find 
what you need (valium). You will 
probably see other students stud­
ying (socializing) as well. The 
library (sweatbox) is furnished 
with a computer room (used only 
for the air conditioning). The 
library staffs a computer expert 
(computer nerd) and an audio­
visual expert (plays video games 
, and watches porno movies) to help 
you if the need arises (panic). 
While you're going through 
(enduring) the exciting (painful) 
first year of law school (boot 
camp), remember why you came 
to Villanova (couldn't get into 
Penn). You want (parents made 
you go) to be a lawyer (avoid the 
real world for another three 
years). Studying (will never under­
stand) the fascinating (sleep 
inducing) areas of the law (don't 
make sense) will train you (will 
never help) to be a good lawyer 
(backstabbing, parasitic, scum-
sucking leech-like shark). After 
law school (prison), you will be 
able to help others (morons) with 
their legal and non-legal problems 
(create work for yourself). You are 
really learning a way of thinking 
(how can I get away with this) 
which you will use when you help 
a client (charge outrageous fees) 
with any legal (bail him out of jail) 
or non-legal (get psychiatric help) 
problems. Good luck (you'll need 
it). 
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by Frank A. Cona 
If you are a first year law 
student like myself, you are prob­
ably slightly disoriented by the 
barrage of questions being fired 
at you from all the first year 
professors. Since this experience, 
will continue for the next three 
years, it may be nice to know 
something about the people that 
are doing this to us. With that in 
mind, the following is a list of all 
the first year faculty and some 
biographical information on each. 
This information was taken from 
the AALS Directory of Law 
Teachers 1990-91. 
Dean Abraham: B.A. 1951; 
LL.B., 1953, New York Univ. 
N.Y.U.L. Rev. Admitted: NY, 
1955, Univ. of Gottinggen, Ger­
many, 1957-58. Priv. Prac., NYC, 
1955-56; Clerk, Judge Charles 
Froessel, NY Ct. of App., 1956-57; 
Teaching Fellow, Harvard, 1959-
61; Ass't Prof., Dusquesne, 1961-
62; Ass't Prof. Villanova, 1962-63; 
Assoc. Prof., 196-64; Prof., since 
1964; Assoc. Dean, Acad. Affrs., 
since 1977. Subjects: Civil Proce­
dure; Criminal Law; Criminal 
Procedure; Domestic Relations; 
Evidence. Legal Rights of the 
Mentally Disabled, Amram's Pen­
nsylvania Practice (with Stacki 
1970. 
Prof. Cannon; A.B. 1959; J.D., 
1962, Villanova. Case Ed., Vill. L. 
Rev. Admitted: DC, 1962; PA, 
1966. Grad. Student, Georgetown, 
1963-64, Att'y, Antitrust Div., 
U.S. Dep't of Just., Phila., PA, 
1962; Assoc., Pepper, Hamilton & 
Scheetz, Phila., PA, 1965-68; 
Assoc., Kania and Garbarino, 
Phila., PA 1968-71. Subjects: Civil 
Procedure; Collective Bargaining; 
Conflict of Law; Evidence; Labor 
Law, (S); Labor Law, Member: 
Order of the Coif. Chrm., Arch-
diocesan App. Bd. (Labor Arb.), 
Archdiocese of Phila.; Chair, 
Patients Rts. Rev. Com., Haven-
ford St. Hosp. Havenford, PA. 
A • 
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Who Are These People 
Prof. Brogan: B.A., 1974, Glas-
boro St. Coll.; J.D., 1981, Villan­
ova. Res. & Proj. Ed. Vill. L. Rev. 
Admitted: PA 1981. Grad. Ass't, 
Glasboro St. Coll., 1974-75. Assoc., 
Morgan, Lewis & Bockius, Phila., 
PA 1981-83; Ass't Prof., Villanova, 
1983-84; Assoc. Prof., 1984-86; 
Prof., since 1986. Subjects: Conflict 
of Laws; Family Law; First 
Amendment & Media, (S); Legal 
Profession. Member: Order of the 
Coif. 
Prof. Dellapenna: B.B.A., Univ. 
of Mich., 1965; J.D., Detroit Coll. 
of Law (1968); LL.M. Geo Wash., 
1969; LL.M., Columbia, 1974. 
Admitted: MI, 1968, Instr., Acctg., 
Detroit Inst, of Tech., 1966-68; 
Tchg. Fellow, Geo Wash., 1968-69, 
Instr., 1969-70; Assoc. Prof., Wil­
lamette, 1970-73; Assoc. Prof., 
197-74; Assoc. Prof., Univ. of 
Cinn., 1974-76; Assoc. Prof., Vil­
lanova, 1976-77; Prof, since 1977; 
Fulbright-Hayes Sr. Lect., Nat'l 
Chengchi Univ., Rep. of China, 
1978-79; Fulbright-Hayes Sr. 
Lect., Jilin Univ., P.R. of China, 
1987-88; Fulbright-Hayes Sr., 
Researcher, Mimistry of Ping., 
Rep. of Portugal, 1989; Vis. Prof., 
Ohio State, fall 1989. Subjects: 
Admiralty; Chinese Law, Conflict 
of Laws; Contracts; Environmental 
Law; Transnational Litigation; 
Water Rights. World Population 
Control: Rights and Restrictions 
(co-author), 1976; Water as a 
Source of Cooperation and Con­
flict in the Middle East (co-author), 
1984; Abortion and the Constitu­
tion: Reversing Roe v. Wade 
Through the Courts (co-author), 
1987. Member; ASIL, ALI, Phi 
Kappa Phi. 
Prof. Dobbyn: A.B., 1959, Har­
vard; J.D., 1965. Clerk, Judge 
Julian, U.S. Dist. Ct., MA, 1965-
67; Assoc., Burns & Levinson, 
Boston, MA, 1967-69. Subjects: 
Constitutional Law, (S); Corpora­
tions; Criminal Law, (S); Equity; 
Insurance; Legal History; Reme­
dies. Injunctions in A Nutshell, 
1974; So You Want To Go To Law 
School, 1975; Insurance Law in A 
Nutshell, 1981,2nd Ed., 1989; No-
Fault and Uninsured Motorist 
Automobile Insurance (contrib'g 
author), 1984. Member: Order of 
the Coif. 
Prof. Dowd: A.B. 1951; J.D., 
1954, Harvard. Admitted: MA 
1955. Grad., Univ. of Rome, Italy, 
1954-55. Assoc., Casey, Lane and 
Mittendorf, NY, 1956-61; Ass't 
Prof., Villanova, 1961-62; Assoc. 
Prof., 1962-64; Prof, since 1964; 
Vis. Prof., Univ. of Mottingham, 
England, 1968-69. Subjects: Admi­
ralty, Agency, Conflicts, Constitu­
tional Law, Contracts, Criminal 
Law, Free Speech & Association, 
(S), Law and Medicine, Prisoners 
Rights, (S). Dir., Inst, for Correc­
tional Law, Rptr., Phila. Bar Ass'n 
Com. on Sentencing, Dir., Defend­
er Ass'n of Phila., since 1977. 
Prof. Gordon: B.A. 1977; J.D. 
1980, New York Univ.; LL.M., 
1987, London Sch. of Econ. & Pol. 
Sci. Admitted: NY, 1980; DC, 
1982. Clerk, Judge John L. Kane, 
U.S.D.C., Denver, CO, 1980-81; 
Staff Att'y, Lawyer's Com. for 
Civil Rts. Under Law, DC, 1981-
84; Assoc. Att'y, Blum, Nash & 
Railsback, DC, 1984-85; Attache, 
Legal Counsel, Ambassador 
Robert Van Lierop, NYC, 1988-90; 
Revson Fellow, CUNY, 1989-90; 
Assoc. Prof., Villanova since 1990. 
Subjects: Contracts; International 
Law. Member: ASIL. 
Prof. Hyson: A.B., 1963, Boston 
Coll.; MA., 1964, Univ. of No. Car.; 
LL.B., 1967, Harvard. Admitted: 
MA, 1967. Law Clerk, Hon. W. 
Authur Garrity, Jr. U.S. Dist. Ct. 
of MA, 1967-68; Assoc., Warner & 
Stackpole, Boston, 1968.-70; Ass't 
Corp. Counsel, City of Boston, 
1970-71; Ass't Prof., Villanova, 
1971-72; Assoc. Prof., 1972-74; 
Prof., since 1974. Subjects: Admi­
nistrative Law; Civil Procedure; 
Environmental Law; Land Use; 
Legal Profession. Mem., Rules 
Com., PA Envtl. Hearing Bd.; Bd. 
of Dirs., Reg. Housing Legal Serv., 
Inc.; Co-leader, Task Force on 
Water, Air & Waste, Phila. Proj., 
Cntr. for Phila. Studies (Univ. of 
Phila.). 
Prof. James: B.A., 1967, More­
house Coll.; L.D., 1972, Howard; 
M.S.L.S., 197; Atlanta Univ. Ass't 
Prof, and Ass't Librarian, Tennes­
see, 1973-74; Lect. in Library Sci., 
Ass't Prof. & Dir., Law Library, 
Kentucky, 1974-77; Assoc. Prof. & 
Dir., Law Library, 1977-82; Prof. 
& Dir., Law Library, 1982-88; 
Prof. & Dir., Law Library Villan­
ova, since 1988. Subjects: Law 
Librarianship; Legal Bibliography. 
The Family Law Decision-Making 
Process: An Annotated Law, Psy­
chiatry and Policy Science Bibli­
ography (with J. Batt), 1979; 
Natural Resources and Develop­
ment; An Annotated Bibliography 
(D. Short), 1987. Member: AALL; 
Greater Phila. Ass'n of Law Librar­
ies. Fin. Adv'y Com., AALL, 1989-
92. 
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Prof. Lanctot, B.A., 1978, Brown 
University; J.D., 1981, George­
town University Law Center: 
Torts, Legal Profession, American 
Legal History and Employment 
Discrimination. 
Prof. Levin: B.S., 1948, Wharton 
Sch., Pennsylvania; J.D. (magna 
cum laude), 1950 Pennsylvania. 
Staff, U. Pa. L. Rev. Admitted: PA 
1951. Subjects: Contract drafting; 
Contracts; Future Interests; Pro­
bate Administration, (S); Property; 
Trusts and Estates; Trusts and 
Estates II; Will Drafting, Sum­
mary of Penna. Jurisprudence, 21 
vol. (with Robert Levin and Russel 
Levin), 1952-70; Probate Law and 
Taxation of Transfers, Trusts 
and Estates (with Rothman), 
1980; Student Guide to Will Draft­
ing, 1987. Member: Order of the 
Coif. 
Prof. O'Brien: B.S., 1952; J.D. 
1957, Fordham. Ed.-in-Ch., Ford-
ham L. Rev. Admitted: NY 1957; 
PA 198. Assoc., Cahill, Gordon, 
Reindel and Ohl, NYC, 1957-62; 
Ass't Prof., Syracuse, 1962-65; 
Prof., Villanova, since 1965; Dean, 
1972-8; Dir., Connelly Inst, on 
Law & Morality, since 198. Sub­
jects: Creditor's Rights; Jurispru­
dence; Jurisprudence, (S); Sales; 
Torts. Member: Canon Law Soc. 
of Am. Mem. AALS Com. on CLE, 
1977-81 (Chrm., Jan. 1980); V.-
Chrm., PA Fed. Jud. Nominating 
Comm. 1978-81. 
Prof. Packel: B.S., 1957, Pen­
nsylvania; J.D., 1960, Harvard. 
Admitted: PA 1961. Ch., Trial 
Div., Defender Ass'n of Phila., 
196-68; Exec. Sec'y, PA Sup. Ct. 
Crim. Procedural Rules Com., 
1968-69; Ch., Off. of Crim. Law, 
Dep't of Just., Harrisburg, PA, 
1971-7; Ass't Prof. Villanova, 
1973-74; Assoc. Prof., 1974-75; 
Prof., since 1976. Subjects: Civil 
Procedure; Criminal Law; Evi­
dence, (S); Legal Profession; Trial 
Advocacy. Trial Advocacy (with 
Spina); Trial Practice for the 
General Practitioner; Pennsylva­
nia Evidence (with Poulin). 
Prof. Poulin: B.A., 1969, Rad-
cliffe; J.D., 1973, Maine; LL.M., 
1975, Michigan. Ed., Me. L. Rev. 
Admitted: ME, 1973; IL., 1975; PA, 
198. Instr., Wayne State, 197-74; 
Ass't U.S. Att'y, U.S. Att'y's Off., 
N.D. of IL, Chgo., 1975-79; Ass't 
Prof., Chicago-Kent, 1979-81; 
Assoc. Prof., Villanova, 1981-84. 
Prof, since 1984. Subjects: Crim­
inal Procedure; evidence; Trial 
Advocacy. 
(^KUngSiikttt 
Prof. Sirico: B.A., 1967, Yale; 
J.D., 1972, Univ. of Texas. Assoc. 
Ed., Tex. L. Rev.; Ed-in-Ch., Am. 
J. of Crim. Law. Admitted: CT, 
1973; DC, 1975. Att'y, CT Citizen 
Action Grp.,, Hartford, CT, 1972-
74; Att'y, Fairfield Cty. Legal 
Serv., Bridgeport, CT, 1974-75; 
Att'y, Public Interest Res. Grp., 
DC, 1975-77; Ass't Prof., Rutgers, 
Camden, 1977-81; Assoc. Prof., 
Villanova, 1981-84; Prof, since 
1984. Subjects: Communications 
Law; Constitutional Convention; 
Legal Profession; Legal Research 
& Writing; Property; Torts. How 
to Talk Back to the Telephone 
Company, 1979; Introduction to 
Legal Writing and Oral Advocacy, 
1989. (co-author). Member: Order 
of the Coi. Bd. of Dir., CT Citizen 
Action Grp., 1975-80; Bd. of Dirs., 
Rutgers, Camden Community 
Womens Cntr., 1977-83, Adv'y 
Coun., Villanova Univ. Paralegal 
Prog., since 1987. 
Prof. Palm: B.A., 1978, Vermont; 
J.D., 1981, Cornell L. Rev. Admit­
ted: CO, 1982. Jud'l Clerk, Fed. Ct. 
of App., 4th Cir., Baltimore, MD, 
1981-82; Assoc., Sherman & How­
ard, Denver, CO, 1982-87; Ass't 
Prof., Villanova 1987-1990, Assoc. 
Prof, since 1990. Subjects: Com­
mercial Paper; Contracts; Corpo­
rate Finance; Corporations; Legal 
Profession. Member: Order of the 
Coif; Phi Delta Phi; Phi Beta 
Kappa. 
Prof. Perritt: S.B., 1966, M.I.T.; 
S.M., 1970, M.I.T., Sloan Sch.; 
J.D., 1975, Georgetown. Ed., Geo. 
L.J. Admitted: VA, 1976; PA, 1977; 
DC, 1980. Ass't to V.P., M.I.T., 
Cambridge, MA, 1966-68; Sr. 
Sales Planner, Lockheed-GA Co., 
Marietta, 1968-71; Legis. Analyst, 
Dept. of Commerce, DC, 1971-72; 
Exec. Sec'y, Exec. Off. of Pres./ 
CLC, DC, 1972-74; Dep. Under 
Sec'y, Dept. of Labor, DC, 1975-
76; Gen. Counsel-Labor, Conrail, 
Phila., PA, 1976-81; Assoc. Prof., 
Villanova, 1981-84; Prof., since 
1984. Subjects: Administrative 
Law; Artificial Intelligence & Legal 
Reasoning, (S); Civil Procedure; 
Dispute Resolution and Negotia­
tion; Labor Law; Negotiation. 
Employee Dismissal Law and 
Practice, 1984; Labor Injunctions, 
1986; Employee Dismissal Law 
and Practice, 2d ed. 1987; How to 
Practice Law with Computers, 
1988. Consult., The White House 
Office, 1975; Co-Chair, ABA Com. 
on Railway & Airline Labor Law, 
1982-85; Co-V. Chair, ABA Com. 
on Admin. Dispute Resolu., 1986-
89. 
Prof. Turkington: B.A. 1966, 
Wayne State; LL.M., 1967, New 
York Univ. Note Ed., Wayne L. 
Rev. Admitted: MI, 1969. Res. 
Assoc., Duke, 1967-69; Ass't Prof., 
De Paul, 1969-72; Assoc. Prof., 
1972-74; Prof., 1974-77; Prof., 
Villanova, since 1977. Subjects: 
Administrative Law; Antitrust; 
Conflict of Laws; Constitutional 
Law; Crriminal Law; Privacy; 
Torts. Privacy Com., ACLU, Phi­
la.; Complaints & Hearings Exa­
miner, EEOC; Mem., PA Bar 
Ass'n Task Force on AIDS, since 
1988. 
Prof. Wertheimer: B.A., 1975; 
J.D., 1979 Yale. Yale L.J. Admitted: 
PA, 1980. Law Clerk, Hon. Frank 
A. Kaufman, Ch. Judge, U.S.D.C., 
D.MD, Baltimore, 1979-80; Assoc., 
Pepper, Hamilton & Scheetz, 
Phila., PA, 1980-81; Law Clerk, 
Hon. James Hunter, 111, U.S. Ct. 
of App., d Cir., Camden, NJ, 1981-
82; Ass't Prof., Villanova, 1982-83; 
Assoc. Prof., 1983-85; Prof, since 
1985. Subjects: Contracts; Federal 
Jurisdiction (Supreme Court), (S), 
Law & Medicine; Legal Profession 
Torts. Appeals to the Third Cir 
cuit, 1986. Member: Phi Beta 
Kappa. 
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Pro Bono: One Man's Experience 
by David Krell 
Literally translated, "pro bono" 
means "for the public good". 
Everyone from President Bush 
and his "thousand points of light" 
to VLS's own Public Interest Law 
Villanova Law 
History Unveiled 
Steven P. Frankino, dean of 
Villanova University School of 
Law, announces the publication of 
the Villanova University School of 
Law History. The first copy of the 
book was presented to Villanova 
President Edmund J. Dobbin, 
O.S.A., by Dean Frankino of 
Wayne, Pa., Dean Emeritus 
Harold Gill Reuschlein of Rose-
mont, Pa., and Associate Dean 
Robert P. Garbarino of Devon, Pa. 
With Dean Emeritus Reusch­
lein as the principal author, the 
History represents the combined 
efforts of Reuschlein, Professor 
Emeritus J. Edward Collins and 
Garbarino. 
"The History chronicles a fas­
cinating story of the hiring of 
Dean Reuschlein in the spring of 
1953 and the opening of the School 
of Law by September that same 
year," notes Dean Frankino. "In 
that short period of time. Dean 
Reuschlein assembled a highly-
talented faculty, including Arthur 
Pulling. Just retired director of 
Harvard Law School Library, 
Pulling was acknowledged as 'in 
a class by himself.' An opening 
class of 68 students was 
assembled with the help of a 
scholarship program in which 
college presidents selected the 
recipients. 
"In record time, the School of 
Law received accreditation by the 
American Bar Association and the 
Association of American Law 
Schools," states Frankino. 
"Included in the book are other 
fascinating details such as the 
Moot Court Team, in the School's 
second year of existence, defeating 
the teams from Temple and 
Penn's Law School; the first 
Villanova Law Review was pub­
lished in 1955 with Garbarino as 
editor-in-chief; and in 1961 a 
chapter of the Order of the Coif 
was granted to Villanova Law 
School — the first law school 
associated with a religious univer­
sity to be awarded such 
membership." 
The book contains a variety of 
photographs including the dedica­
tion of the new School of Law 
building with then Senator John 
F. Kennedy and Supreme Court 
Chief Justice Earl Warren in 
attendance, and of the 12 United 
States Supreme Court justices 
who have visited the School as 
speakers or as Moot Court Com­
petition judges. 
"The rapid ascendancy of the 
School of Law from inception to 
its status as a highly regarded law 
school is summarized in the last 
paragraph of the History," says 
Frankino. The Law School "... 
attracts applicants from presti­
gious colleges and universities 
from all over the country with 
impressive credentials. Its gradu­
ates are found in important part­
nerships positions with major 
firms... in significant commercial 
areas. Law School graduates 
serve as appellate and trial judges 
... Bar Association heads, Con­
gressman, mayors and district 
attorneys ... union heads, corpo­
rate general counsel and execu­
tives. The dream of the founding 
dean has become a reality." 
Society tries to convince us to 
dedicate our time and expertise to 
the public interest and for the 
public good. Morally, the Judeo-
Christian ethic tells us to help 
those who are less fortunate than 
ourselves. Professionally, the 
ABA suggests that lawyers devote 
time to clients on a pro bono basis. 
The pressure to help society is 
great, but to paraphrase President 
John F. Kennedy, "Ask not what 
you can do for your country, ask 
what you can get from doing for 
your country." In other words, 
you should ask the same question 
James Spader asked Charlie Sheen 
in "Wall Street": "What's in it for 
moi?" I had the opportunity to 
work in public interest this 
summer, and I'm here to tell you 
the rewards are tremendous. 
I worked at Volunteer Lawyers 
for the Arts in New York. Was it 
by choice? Yes and no. With the 
job market less than great, I was 
limited in my options for summer 
employment. Since I've always 
been interested in the entertain­
ment industry, VLA seemed like 
a logical choice. About eighty 
percent of my job was interview­
ing clients. That alone should 
induce you to look into pro bono 
work for the summer. Unfortu­
nately, unless you take Dean 
Garbarino's Interviewing and 
Counseling class, you won't get a 
lot of practical training on how to 
deal with clients. I can almost 
guarantee that a public interest 
legal job would allow you to deal 
with clients directly. Why is that 
so important? Because somewhere 
down the line, you'll be doing it 
for real and you'll want to know 
what works best for you. During 
the summer, you may watch the 
senior partner interview a client, 
but his or her manner might not 
work for you, and vice versa. 
• I know a lot of you are saying, 
"Yeah, that's great but I have bills 
to pay and $50,000 in student 
loans." Well, the great thing about 
public interest is that it's low key. 
You'll probably work for little or 
no pay, and the people you work 
for are happy to get your assist­
ance. As a result, you could 
probably work out a part time 
volunteer position with a public 
interest firm, leaving you with the 
opportunity to get a part time 
paying job. If that doesn't work, 
you could look into Villanova's 
VCLS clinic. At VCLS, you get 
academic credit, thereby alleviat­
ing your class load for the regular 
school year. With extra time on 
your hands, you could get a part 
time job during the year. Also, 
VCLS only requires a few days a 
week, so you could get a part time 
job during the summer as well. 
Personally, I enjoyed working 
pro bono. The summer before last, 
I worked at one of the largest 
talent agencies in the world. Some 
clients made $5000 per hour. At 
VLA, I was working for clients 
who made $5000 per year. Work­
ing for people who can't afford 
their rent, much less a downtown 
lawyer, is personally rewarding 
and in nine out of ten cases, you 
are the client's last hope. From 
first-hand experience, I can tell 
you that you will feel good about 
yourself when you help someone. 
That's an intangible benefit you 
probably won't find anywhere 
else. With all the jokes about 
lawyers, sometimes I wonder if 
society functions because of law­
yers or despite them. Working in 
pro bono shows you that as a 
lawyer, you can make a difference. 
There are a few more reasons 
to do pro bono during the summer. 
First, your resume stands out a 
little more because you "gave back 
to the community." Also, you 
might not get a chance to do pro 
bono later on in your career. Your 
firm might have a strong interest 
in pro bono and it might not. Why 
wait to find out? You can explore 
an area of the law that you haven't 
had exposure to, or you can 
pursue the areas you are interest­
ed in. All it takes is a little 
legwork. Caveat: Make sure the 
organization you want to work at 
does in fact handle legal matters. 
Your primary goal should be to 
gain some legal experience. 
I know I'm sounding like a 
cheerleader, but I had a great 
experience. I worked with two 
lawyers who were experts in their 
field and learned not only about 
the law, but how to deal with 
people. Remember: you can always 
look up the law, but dealing with 
pople, especially difficult clients, 
is something you have to learn 
first-hand. Sometimes we (at at 
least I do) forget that there are real 
people behind the names we read 
in our casebooks. A pro bono job 
will show you just how real those 
people's problems are. 
Okay, what's the bottom line? 
In a nutshell, pro bono work will 
round you out not only as a 
lawyer, but also as a person. 
Practically, the benefits are cut 
and dry. On a personal level, 
though, you're really only limited 
by your imagination. 
Dean O'Brien's mini-estate? 
Eastern Europe 
Symposium 
(Continued from page 1) 
ention of Nuclear Terrorism, the 
Fulbright Program, and the Amer­
ican Bar Association. Before teach­
ing, Murphy spent a year in India 
on a Ford Foundation fellowship, 
worked as an attorney in the Legal 
Adviser's Office, Department of 
State, and practiced law in New 
York City and Washington, D.C. 
He is the co-author (with Alan 
Swan) of The Regulation of Inter­
national Business and Economic 
Relations and the author of (among 
other works) State Support of 
International Terrorism. 
Professor Ginsburgs, a promi­
nent authority on the Soviet 
Union, has a B.A., M.A., and Ph.D. 
from U.C.L.A. and was a Graduate 
Fellow at Columbia University. In 
addition to teaching at Rutgers, 
Camden, he has taught at the 
University of Iowa and the New 
School for Social Research. A 
prolific scholar, Professor Gins­
burgs is the author of (among 
other works) The Nuremberg 
Trial and International Law, The 
Citizenship Law of the USSR, and 
(with Rubenstein) Soviet Foreign 
Policy Toward Western Europe as 
well as of numerous articles on 
Soviet law and policy. 
Professor Soltysinski, who has 
a LL.M. from Columbia Univer­
sity, is director of the Department 
of Civil Law, Mickiewicz Univer­
sity. He has been a British Council 
Scholar and a Fellow at the Max-
Planck Institute in the Federal 
Republic of Germany. Professor 
Soltysinski has lectured at Colum­
bia, Georgetown, Michigan, Indi­
ana and Virginia universities, the 
Hague Academy of International 
Law, and in Caracas, Venezuela 
and Mexico City, Mexico, and has 
served as a consultant to the 
United Nations Conference on 
Trade and Development and to 
the United Nations Industrial 
Development Organization. The 
author of more than 100 publica­
tions in Polish, German, English 
and other languages, he is cur­
rently a member of the Polish 
delegation that is negotiating with 
the European Economic Commun­
ity (EEC) on associate member­
ship in the EEC for Poland and 
is an adviser to Poland's program 
for privatizaiton. 
Danijela Bokor is an honors 
graduate of the University of 
Zagreb Law School and served as 
the Head of the Executive Council 
of the Zagreb City Assembly. As 
a John Marshall Fellow at the 
Villanova Law School, Ms. Bokor 
is engaged in research on the legal 
aspects of international business 
and trade. 
Both the symposium and the 
wine and cheese reception which 
will follow are free and open to 
the public. Villanova University 
School of Law is located on County 
Line Road, just north of the 
intersection of Route 320 and 
Lancaster Avenue. It is also easily 
accessible from center city Phila­
delphia by the SEPTA commuter 
rail line. For further information, 
please call (215) 645-7000. 
ADDRESSERS WANTED 
immediately! No experience 
necessary. Process FHA 
mortgage refunds. Work at 
honne. Call 1 -405-321 -3064. 
New 
Professors 
gtVLS 
Mary 
Oppenhelmer 
Mary Oppenheimer, Internal 
Revenue Service Deputy Assistant 
Chief Counsel (Employee Benefits 
and Exempt Organizations), is the 
Visiting Professor at the Villanova 
University School of Law. Oppen­
heimer is a nationally recognized 
expert in the field of pensions and 
employee benefits. Previously, she 
served in the Treasury's Office of 
the Tax Legislative Counsel, was 
a senior manager for the Price 
Waterhouse Office of Government 
Services in Washington and 
worked for the San Francisco law 
firm of Morrison and Foerster. 
The IRS Chief Counsel Visiting 
Professor Program places senior 
IRS attorneys in law schools for 
one year to teach and do research 
in the field of choice. This year 
about 65 law school applied for the 
program and more than 100 IRS 
attorneys asked to be considered. 
Two law schools were chosen: 
Villanova and Southern Methodist 
University, Dallas. 
Oppenheimer graduated from 
Oberlin College with a AB degree, 
received her MA from the Univer­
sity of Michigan and earned her 
JD from the University of San 
Francisco. She is an adjunct 
professor in Georgetown Univer­
sity's graduate tax program. As 
an expert in her field, Oppenhei­
mer is a regular speaker at a 
number of professional conferen­
ces around the country. 
At Villanova Oppenheimer is 
working in the Graduate Tax 
Program and teaching Federal 
Income Taxation I for the JD 
program. The Villanova Universi­
ty Law Graduate Tax Program is 
among one of the largest and is 
one of five programs in the nation 
that accepts both attorneys and 
accountants in the program and 
grants dual degrees (master's of 
laws and master's of taxation). 
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Villanova 
Environmental Journal 
What is the Villanova Environ­
mental Law Journal? For those of 
you, both first year and otherwise, 
who are wondering ... 
Founded three years ago, the 
Journal is one of twelve environ­
mental law reviews/journals in 
the United States. Each year two 
issues are published containing 
articles written by VLS students 
and authors from outside the law 
school. Past outside authors have 
included Governor James Florio, 
and environmental practitioners 
currently facing the challenges of 
a rapidly developing/changing 
area of the law. Student members 
of the Journal comprise a wide 
range of political viewpoints 
Sharon Buckingham 
by Christina Boston 
When Sharon R. Buckingham 
began attending Villanova Law 
School in 1982, she had no idea 
that she would be returning here 
nine years later to teach a course 
in Legal Writing. "I didn't know 
what I wanted to do when I was 
in law school," the newest Legal 
Writing instructor recalls. 
After earning a degree from 
Swarthmore College in 1981, 
Buckingham went to work on 
Capitol Hill for a year where she 
served as a legislative correspond­
ent. During her brief tenure in 
Washington, she decided to go to 
law school after speaking with a 
friend who was also pursuing her 
J.D. Buckingham enrolled at Vil­
lanova and was graduated with 
honors in 1985. 
From Villanova, Buckingham 
joined Pepper, Hamilton & 
Scheetz, a major Philadelphia law 
firm. In Pepper's litigation depart­
ment, she worked primarily on 
commercial, construction and 
product liability cases and rose to 
the position of senior associate. In 
her work, Buckingham became 
actively involved with Pepper's 
summer associate program, and 
that experience, surprisingly, is 
what brought her back to her alma 
mater. 
"In running Pepper's summer 
program in 1990, I found that I 
really enjoyed the interaction 
with students," Buckingham said. 
"I felt good about what I was doing 
and wanted to find a new job in 
a comparable capacity." A job 
offer at Villanova not only afforded 
her the opportunity to make a 
career change, but it helped to 
ease the transition. 
"It's hard to make a career 
change even when it's one that 
you're happy about, but coming 
back to Villanova is very comfor­
table," she remarked. "Also, I 
have a lot of respect for Villanova 
and dealt with many of its stu­
dents over the years. The Villan­
ova product was always 
exceptional." 
Buckingham found that the 
Law School had not changed 
much since she was a student 
here. One exception is the Legal 
Writing Program which is some­
what different and more estab­
lished than when she was a first-
year student and the program was 
in its inception. The program 
instructors, Buckingham thinks, 
now have insights into "what 
works and what doesn't." 
Buckingham hopes to bring her 
own legal experience into the 
classroom. She notes that most of 
her work at Pepper involved 
writing and dealing with people. 
From practice, she too has unique 
insights into "what works and 
what doesn't." 
Her goals for her first year of 
teaching are simple ones. She 
said, "I would like to see improve­
ment in student writing and help 
students to feel that they have 
accomplished something." 
regarding environmental issues, 
and are selected through the 
Environmental Law Journal/Law 
Review Writing Competition each 
summer. 
Although young, the Journal 
has already enjoyed incredible 
success. All issues have been 
considered by Westlaw. Of those, 
two complete issues and various 
articles from the third issue were 
selected for inclusion in the dat­
abase. Additionally, articles from 
each issue were recognized in the 
"Worth Reading" column of the 
National Law Journal. Our fourth 
issue is currently under consider­
ation by both organizations. 
Each spring, the Journal hosts 
a symposium. Last year's sympo­
sium focused on criminal enforce­
ment of environmental laws and 
corporate liability. The panel 
included the Chief of the Envir­
onmental Crimes Section of the 
U.S. Dept. of Justice, the first New 
Jersey State prosecutor specifical­
ly for environmental violations, a 
Washington, D.C. based practi­
tioner, and a General Counsel of 
a Dallas-based ntetals company 
indicted, and later acquitted, for 
environmental violations. An 
overflow crowd attended, and the 
Philadelphia Inquirer reported on 
the day's events. 
Women's 
Law Caucus at VLS 
The Women's Law Caucus at 
Villanova is an organization 
whose programs and concerns are 
focused on leg^il issues relating to 
women. The Women's Law Cau­
cus welcomes all law students, 
male and female to participate in 
activities. Ten percent of our 
organization consists of male 
members, and many of the group's 
programs are relevant to legal 
issues affecting both men and 
women. 
The Women's Law Caucus is an 
active organization on campus, as 
well as within the community. 
Last year the Caucus sponsored 
two trips to the Supreme Court, 
hosted a variety of speakers, 
including Nancy Ezold from Wolf, 
Block, Schorr, & Colis-Cohen. 
The Alumnae Career Dinner was 
the highlight of last spring's 
activities and featured noted 
speakers such as Roberta D. 
Pichini, Senior Partner, Litvin, 
Blumberg, Matusow & Young, 
and Heather Gray Torres, Assist­
ant Regional Counsel, Environ­
mental Protection Agency. 
One of the most interesting 
projects in which the Women's 
Law Caucus has been involved 
and continues to be involved is the 
Roundhouse Advocacy Project, 
sponsored in conjunction with 
Women Against Abuse. Many 
volunteers assisted battered men 
and women in obtaining tempor­
ary restraining orders at the 
Roundhouse, police headquarters, 
in Philadelphia. Rebecca Smith, a 
representative from Women 
Against Abuse will be out to speak 
about volunteer opportunities 
with the Roundhouse sometime in 
late September. 
, Other activities this year, prom­
ise to be as exciting, including a 
scheduled trip in October to the 
Supreme Court. Sign-up sheets 
will be available shortly. Also, this 
year the Caucus plans to send 
three members to the National 
Conference on Women in Law. 
Membership forms for the Wom­
en's Law Caucus are available on 
the WLC bulletin board, or in the 
WLC office. Please feel free to drop 
by or contact one of the WLC 
officers, Gina Masino, Gail Las-
progata, Co-Chairs, Tom Downey, 
Vice President, Liz Duffy, Secre­
tary, or Kim Butler, Treasurer 
with any questions, comments, or 
suggestions. 
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VLS Softball 
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The Way It 
Oughta Be 
Softball News 
The Softball saga of. Great 
20th Century Disaster rolls to 
its exciting 3rd year conclusion. 
Like all great rags-to-riches sto­
ries, this one has humble 
beginnings. 
Formed as a first year team 
from students of section A, the 
ranks of the team quickly swelled 
to about 20 card-carrying 
members. Which was perfect, as 
getting any 10 to show up for any 
single game was quite the effort. 
Going under the Trish Leen de 
plume "Ourselves," the team 
quickly found out they were the 
only ones to actually read the first 
word in "co-ed softball." Tradi­
tions were started, such as giving 
up enough runs in the first inning 
so as to ensure that Ourselves 
never were actually leading in 
most games. Nevertheless, the 
team did show up for every game 
during the regular season, and 
even managed to win one. The 
newly formed tradition of enjoying 
cold brew between (and during) 
innings was formed during that 
cruel season, and lives on to this 
very day. 
The team did show flashes of 
what has now become its tradi­
tion, the playoff miracle. Badger­
ing the then commissioner for 
admission to "The Show," Our­
selves quickly upset the top 
seeded team in a game where the 
oponent actually hit the ball 
where we were. With only one 
game between Ourselves and 
the finals, a softball epic was just 
ripe for the happening. 
They faced a serious and deter­
mined opponent. When any ball 
was hit at the one woman on the 
opposing team, the shortstop 
quickly stepped in front to prevent, 
her from actually touching the 
ball. Meanwhile, in the late 
innings, with the game on the line, 
three straight Ourselves women 
loaded the bases ... the outfield 
crept in ... and then ran straight 
back as Trish Leen unloaded a 
grand slam. Unfortunately the 
season ended as the former Our­
selves rightfielder did not cover 
himself in glory in the final 
inning, doing a big sieve imitation 
on three straight fly balls. 
The team bounced back 2nd 
year. Under the new name Carth-
egenian Peace, the team added 
some section "B" blood. With its 
intimidating roster and lackluster 
attendance, the team played a 
league record 8 games. Unfortu­
nately, once again, the regular 
season proved to be a dry one, as 
only one win was posted. Not to 
be denied, the team begged, 
pleaded and attended the commis­
sioner's organizational meeting in 
order to gain access to the 
playoffs. 
The team Death Before 
Decedents was already a living 
legend when they haughtily took 
the field on a grey October after­
noon. Undefeated during the reg­
ular season, they were already 
placing bets on what the score 
would be when they won the 
championship. Little did they 
realize that the 1 and 8 Carth 
Peace team they faced that 
afternoon was to play the game 
of their lives, aided by one of the 
oddest plays in Law league 
history. 
Starting with only nine players 
in the field, Carth Peace was 
quickly down a run, and Death 
had loaded the bases with two out. 
Suddenly appearing from the 
brush, ala' "Field of Dreams," 
strolled Albert Janin. With his 
gym bag in one hand and his 
spikes in another, Albert walked 
down the foul line in left field 
toward the beer behind third base. 
Suddenly a cry from the left 
fielder... "Albert Janin now in the 
game playing the left field line!!!" 
Paying no attention, the Death 
batter stepped back in to the box 
and ripped a ball down the line, 
a certain grand slam ... but then 
Albert calmly discarded his gym 
bag, dropped his spikes, eased the 
glove onto his hand, walked over 
to the foul line, and caught the 
ball. A lively discussion follows as 
to whether the third out has been 
made, or whether it should go as 
a slammer. Third out it was. 
Aided by the late inning fielding 
(and batting) heroics of Christie 
Acker, Carth upset the heavily 
favored 3rd year dynasty and 
moved onto the championship. 
Leading 4 to 1 in the top of the 
7th of the championship game, the 
roof finally fell in on the Carth 
cr.ew. The third base person 
tagging the runner with the glove, 
for the would-be second out, only 
to discover the ball was actually 
in her bare hand, started the slide. 
A three run triple by Pat Casey 
sealed the Carth fate, but not 
until a nerve wracking bottom of 
the seventh that saw the cham­
pionship tying and winning run 
stranded on the bases. 
The team is back for their third 
run at the brass ring. Under the 
name Great 20th Century Dis­
asters, the team actually won its 
first game of the year, thus 
coming within one of their total 
law school regular season total. 
Adding some new blood to keep 
the regulars on their toes, and 
drinking some brew to keep the 
tension down, great things are 
expected. Guaranteed to make the 
playoffs this year by soon to be 
promulgated league rules, the 
team is also determined to avoid 
peaking too soon. Known by some 
in the hallways of Garey as 
"VLS's Team," more reports (and 
some names) will follow as the 
season cranks up. 
Standings 
# Team Name 
1 Are You Kidding 
2 Crass Action 
W 
0 
3 Double Jepardy 
4E.M. 
5 Faculty/Staff 
0 
1 
6 Fat, Drunk and Stupid Q 
7 Frustrated Firsts 
8 Great 20th Century Disaster 
9 Harmless Error 
lONWA V 
11 No Name 
12 Slaugher Rule 
13 The Firm 
14 Unnamed 
15 Sue Everyone! 
16 Cheerleader Moms 
Note: Shallow, senseless comments may 
0 
L 
1 
0 
0 
Comments 
Great comeback team, just a. 
little bit shy. John "the 
Kruker" Morgan shaggen' them 
C.F. Marti Little 2 for 3 
Who are these guys? fast 
start, no scouting report. 
Wendy S. varies location, 
frustrates patience of 
opposing batters, gets the 
"W" though. Fabio plays, 
still win 
Who are these guys? slow 
start, no scouting report. 
With Dennis M. as big man, 
the team threatens. NO mercy 
on the faculty team. Takes 
early opposing forfeit to 
boost record, though. 
A Win! (a squeaker over the 
Rugby guys). Maule comes 
down hard on Turk's mental 
errors (Maule's physical 
' errors are excused). 
Overlooks Turk's 6 RBI outing 
in opening victory. 
Faculty's first (only) 
victim. Will Big guys get 
one in the "W" column this 
season? 2d loss may be 
unfair, as due notice may 
have been proper to avoid 
forfeit. Makeup game may 
reduce lose total. Stay 
tuned. 
An early leader in games 
played. Team plays tough but 
saves best effort for last 
inning when it may be too 
late 
16 oz refreshments gets warm 
in final inning scares, will 
have perfect season if games 
shortened to 6 innings, have 
given up 11 of 13 runs in 
last inning. No lead is big 
enough. Rob Litven blows 
save opp., gets win. Wendy 
Bostwick game winning RBI 
over drawn in outfield. 
That'll teach em! 
Pretty Harmless when they 
don't play a game 
Name change may be 
responsible for .500 start 
And no wins 
Rule not yet applied 
Still soft, a no-show 
lack of name change may be 
responsible for .500 start 
Dynasty! may roll over weak 
division before some teams 
out of gate 
VLS's most clever team name 
fails to wave pom-poms at 
Polo thus far 
be directed to the Commissioner's box at #405 
0 
0 
0 
